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ANY PEOPLE be-

lieve that all of

the Ten Com-

mandments were
done away at the cross. Some
say that the commandments
were reinstituted later in the
New Testament. Others be-
lieve that a new command-
ment has taken the place of
the Ten.

Just what is the truth?

Jesus said, “If thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments”
(Matt. 19:17). Did He mean the
Ten Commandments or some other
commandments?

If you love Jesus Christ you will
want to know for sure which com-
mandments He was referring to.
Your eternal salvation is at stake!

There is no reason for confusion.
The Scriptures will show the truth
if you diligently search for God’s
inspired answer.

Which Commandments?

The young man who was speaking
to Jesus had the same question we
are asking. “He saith unto him,
WHICH?” (Verse 18.)

In answer Jesus quoted five of
the Ten Commandments listed in
Exodus 20.

“Jesus said, Thou shalt do no
murder, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not steal,
Thou shalt not bear false witness,
Honour thy father and thy
mother ...” (Matt. 19:18-19). He
then summed up these five com-
mandments (verse 19) by saying,
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.” The five commandments
that Jesus mentioned concern our
relationship with our neighbors.
They were the commands concern-
ing murder, adultery, stealing, ly-
ing, and honor to parents.

Obviously, when Jesus used the
word commandments, He was re-
ferring to the TEN Commandments
of Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.

Even though Jesus mentioned
half of the Ten Commandments
here, someone might suppose that
things changed after the cross. In
order to make sure, we ought to
search and see if the other New
Testament writers mentioned all or
just part of the commandments.

Are all Ten
Commandments
in the New
Testament?

We will see if all ten command-
ments are found in the words of
Jesus and, in addition, the letters of
the apostles, particularly the writ-
ings of Paul, the apostle to the
Gentiles.

We cannot love God properly if
we do not love our neighbor, so let
us see if the last six command-
ments concerning our neighbor are
reiterated.

Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself

The fifth commandment from Ex-
odus 20 states: “Honour thy father
and thy mother....” We have al-
ready read what Jesus said in
Matthew 19:19: “Honour thy fa-
ther and thy mother.” Did Paul,
the apostle to the Gentiles, men-
tion this commandment in his writ-
ings?

He most certainly did! He re-
peated it almost word for word,
and in addition explained the spiri-
tual intent and purpose of this law:
“Children, obey your parents in
the Lord: for this is right” (Eph.
6:1). Paul’s next statement quotes
the fifth command, adding the fact
that this is the first commandment
with promise.

The sixth commandment against
committing murder has already
been given by Jesus in Matthew
19:18: “Thou shalt do no murder.”
He explained the spiritual intent
and purpose of this command in
Matthew 5:21,22: “Ye have heard
that it was said by them of old
time, Thou shalt not kill; and who-
soever shall kill shall be in danger
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of the judgment: but I say unto
you, that whosoever shall be angry
with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judg-
ment.”

This command is therefore more
binding in its spiritual intent and
purpose in this New Testament
time than it ever was before. Jesus
Christ was fulfilling the prophecy
of Isaiah proclaiming that the
Christ, when He came, would
“magnify the law” (Isa. 42:21).

Paul repeated this command in
Romans 13:9. It is still a sin to
murder another human being.

The next command forbids adul-
tery. Many people want to do away
with this command today. But Je-
sus showed that it is more encom-
passing now than before the New
Testament period. He also empha-
sized its importance and the spiri-
tual application today when He
said that it is wrong now even to
lust after a woman. “But I say unto
you, that whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath com-
mitted adultery with her already in
his heart” (Matt. 5:28). Paul re-
peated this same command and
showed that it was still binding
even on the gentiles (Rom. 13:9).

The eighth command prohibits
stealing. Jesus said, “Thou shalt
not steal” (Matt. 19:18), and this
same command is repeated word
for word by Paul in Romans 13:9.
He said, “Let him that stole steal
no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing
which is good...” (Eph. 4:28).
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Clearly this command is also bind-
ing today, just as it was at Mt.
Sinai.

Today it is difficult to find a
completely truthful person. It al-
most seems that the whole world
consists of people who shade the
truth, tell “white lies” or just plain
“black lies.” Christ commanded
His followers to never lie (Matt.
19:18). Paul taught this same doc-
trine in Romans 13:9. “Wherefore
putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for
we are members one of another”
(Eph. 4:25). It is still a capital or
major sin to lie!

The tenth commandment against
coveting was not mentioned by Je-
sus in Matthew 19. Did He do
away with this command? No, you
will find it in Luke 12:15: “And he
said unto them, Take heed, and
beware of covetousness: for a
man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he
possesseth.” Paul wrote to the gen-
tiles at Rome, “I had not known
sin, but by the law: for I had not
known [Just, except the law had
said, Thou shalt not cover” (Rom.
FET):

Paul also gave this same com-
mandment in Romans 13:9. In fact
the sixth through the tenth com-
mandments are a// given here:
“For this, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear
false witness, Thou shalt not covet;
and if there be any other com-
mandment, it is briefly compre-
hended in this saying, namely,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.”” Notice that he agreed
with Jesus and summed up the
keeping of the last five command-
ments by stating that this is the
way to love our neighbor (Rom.
13:9-10).

How to Love God

If it is sin to violate one of the last
six commands, then it surely must
be sin to violate any of the first
four, which explain the right way
to love God. Certainly our relation-
ship to God is more important than
our relationship with other people.

God said, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me” (Exodus
20:3). Jesus showed plainly that
this command was still in effect
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when He rebuked Satan—‘And
Jesus answered and said unto him,
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve” (Luke 4:8).

This command against idolatry is
mentioned many times elsewhere
in the New Testament. Notice
Paul’s instruction to the church at
Corinth, in I Corinthians 10:7:
“Neither be ye idolaters, as were
some of them [the ancient Is-
raelites] ....”

The second commandment,
which prohibits the worship of or
bowing down before images, is
given in detail by Paul in Romans
1:18-25. In this place he shows that
the pagan philosophers, who knew
God, did not worship Him as God.
Instead they began to worship the
things that they made with their
hands. These people were violating
the command of God against mak-
ing images and then using them in
their religious worship.

Jesus taught that God is a Spirit
and we must worship Him in spirit
and in truth (John 4:24), not
through idols, or the things made
by man.

The third command prohibits
the use of God’s name in vain. It is
often referred to as a sin of blas-
phemy. This sin is mentioned sev-
eral times, including Paul’s state-
ment in Colossians 3:8: “But now
ye also put off all these; anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your
mouth.”

Jesus showed that this com-
mandment and several of the oth-
ers are still in force today by the
following teaching: “For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, mur-
ders [sixth commandment], adul-
teries, fornications [both of these
last two are included in the seventh
command], thefts [eighth com-
mand], false witness [ninth com-
mand], blasphemies [third com-
mand]” (Matt. 15:19).

There are many additional scrip-
tures which plainly show that these
commands are still in effect. The
most thought-provoking of these is
found in II Timothy 2:19: “Let
every one that nameth the name of
Christ [that is, calls himself a
Christian—taking the name of
God] depart from iniquity [inig-

uity is sin, and sin is the transgres-
sion of God’s Ten Command-
ments—I John 3:4].”

Is the Sabbath Forgotten?

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy . ..” is the fourth com-
mand and the one which most peo-
ple have forgotten! This is the
command that many people falsely
claim was forgotten and left out of
the New Testament. Is it reason-
able that God would have left out
any of the Ten Commandments in
the New Testament when David
said these commandments
*“...stand fast for ever and ever”?
(Psalm 111:7-8.)

The fourth commandment is
shown plainly to be in the New
Testament. Have you ever read this
inspired scripture? “It is therefore
the duty of the people of God to
keep the Sabbath” (Heb. 4:9, New
Testament from Aramaic, Lamsa).

You probably have not known
about this important scripture be-
fore, because the King James
translation of the Bible, along with
certain others, has veiled the real
meaning of this verse. The original
Greek writings and some marginal
renderings make it very clear.

Notice it in the King James or
Authorized translation: “There re-
maineth therefore a rest to the
people of God.” This chapter tells
of the millennial rest to come for
God’s people who are faithful and
inherit the promises of God. A rest
is mentioned several times prior to
verse nine. The Greek word for
“rest” in the first part of this chap-
ter is katapausin,; however, in verse
nine the word rest comes from an
entirely different Greek word, sab-
batismos. This word literally
means, as most margins show,
“keeping of a sabbath.” The Sab-
bath rest each week is a memorial
of creation and a picture of the
soon-coming millennial “rest.”

Correctly rendered this verse
reads, “There remaineth therefore
the keeping of the Sabbath to the
people of God.”

Notice these points about this
verse. This keeping of the Sabbath
REMAINS. It is not forgotten, or
done away, or nailed to the cross.
And, it remains for the people of
God. The rest of the world has
forgotten that it still remains. If it
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still remains, then it is still holy to
God. We ought therefore to
remember it and keep it holy as
God has always commanded. This
day pictures the rest that God had
on creation week and therefore
honors the fact that HE is Creator.
It also foreshadows the fact that
He is soon going to bring a millen-
nium of peace, the seventh thou-
sand-year period, to this world.
The government of this world will
then fall and Jesus Christ will es-
tablish His government over all the
world.

The command to keep the Sab-
bath today is also proved by several
other scriptures. Paul instructed us
to follow him as he followed Christ
(I Cor. 11:1). Peter also told us
that we ought to walk as Christ
walked (I Peter 2:21). The Apostle
John said the same thing in I John
2:6.

Christ always kept the Sabbath!
It was His custom (Luke 4:16),
and He was continually showing
His disciples and the religionists of
that time the proper way to keep it.
He showed this by the perfect ex-
ample He set. The disciples were to
follow His example and teach
others the same things. (Matt.
28:19-20). His commands, includ-
ing the Sabbath, are to be observed
today!

Paul followed Christ in always
keeping the Sabbath (Acts 17:2)
and taught the Gentiles as well as
the Jews on the Sabbath (Acts
13:42, 44 and 18:4). There are sev-
eral other scriptures in the New
Testament, particularly in the book
of Acts, which show plainly that
the Church, as it started out, kept
the Sabbath. Sunday on the other
hand was always a work day. Jesus
said that He was Lord of the Sab-
bath, not Lord of Sunday (Luke
6:5). Sunday is not the Lord’s day,
and it never has been, contrary to
many very cherished beliefs.

For further information about
this command, write for the free
booklet Which Day Is the Chris-
tian Sabbath?

A New Commandment
We have now seen that each of the

Ten Commandments is com-
manded in the New Testament.
But what about the “new com-
mandment’ that Jesus and the
Apostle John spoke of? Just what
was this new commandment, and
does it abrogate or do away with
the Ten Commandments? “A new
commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one
another” (John 13:34).

People assume that all we have
to do is love one another. Then
they interpret /ove to mean that
they do not necessarily have to
obey God’s commandments. They
take for granted that love is just
affection. They do not realize how
much Christ loved His disciples.
He had the kind of love described
in I Corinthians 13, the kind
which always OBEYS God’s Ten
Commandments. He had the kind
of love which caused Him to in-
struct His disciples, “Ye are my
friends, if ye bo whatsoever I com-
mand you” (John 15:14).

That is the kind of love that
Christ was talking about when He
told His disciples about the new
commandment.

Yet how could this be a new
commandment when Israel in an-
cient times was commanded plainly
to love God and neighbor? (Deut.
6:5 and Lev. 19:18.)

Notice II John 5: “And now 1
beseech thee, lady, not as though I
wrote a new commandment unto
thee, but that which we had from
the beginning, that we love one
another.” Love is ever new and yet
old.

That kind of love that Jesus and
John spoke about is not just affec-
tion.

People today have come to think
that lust is love. Lust is getting,
but love is giving and serving oth-
ers in the way defined by God. The
first four commandments define
the way to show love to God, and
the last six show the way to express
love to neighbor.

Any other way is not love at all,
but is only lust, greed, and selfish-
ness. The commandment of love is
therefore not only the one which is

given at the beginning of Christ’s
ministry to His disciples, but also a
way of life given to the first man,
Adam.

This kind of love is further af-
firmed by John: “For this is the
love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments: and his command-
ments are not grievous” (I John
580

Instead of the new command-
ment of love doing away with the
old Ten Commandment law, this
scripture shows plainly that it es-
tablishes it in this New Testament
age more firmly than before.

What Will You Do?

There are many religious teachers
in the world today who will not
keep God’s commandments and,
for that matter, teach that we are
under a curse if we do keep them.
They claim that they know Christ.
Christ says differently through the
Apostle John: “He that saith, 1
know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a LIAR, and the
truth is not in him” (I John 2:4).

Such people have claimed in var-
ious tracts and articles that only
part of the Ten Commandments
appear in the New Testament. This
is a very convenient way to ‘“do
away” with any command that one
does not want to obey, or does not
want others to obey. The Bible
plainly labels such teachers.

We have already seen how each
and every one of the Ten Com-
mandments is still in effect today!

Are you going to follow those
who want you to disobey God and
forfeit eternal salvation or are you
going to obey all of God’s com-
mandments?

It should be crystal clear now
that all Ten Commandments are to
be obeyed today! These commands
of God are in the Bible from Gen-
esis to Revelation.

In the very last chapter of the
Bible it is again specified that they
are still to be obeyed. “Blessed are
they that do his commandments
[all of them], that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the
city” (Rev. 22:14). O
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